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The Battle of Clitheroe was a significant event in the history of England and Scotland during the 
period of The Anarchy. It represented the clash between the Scottish forces led by King David I 
and the English knights and men at arms led by King Stephen. 

The background to the battle was the ongoing civil war in England, where King David I chose to 
fight for his niece, Matilda. At the same time, he was attempting to absorb Northumberland into 
Scotland. He led a Scottish army into Northumberland in early 1138 and laid siege to Norham 
Castle, while William fitz Duncan, the Mormaer of Moray, was placed in command of a part of 
the Scottish forces and sent to raid into the lands of Craven and Clitheroe. 

On 10 June 1138, the Scottish forces led by William fitz Duncan encountered a heavily 
armoured English army in chainmail and helmets near the river Ribble. The men of Galloway 
played a large part in the battle for the Scottish army, known for their ferocious charges at the 
enemy. The battle resulted in a victory for the Scottish army, with English sources saying the 
river Ribble ran red with blood. 

After the battle, the Scottish army rampaged around the land, killing many and enslaving others. 
Later, William fitz Duncan and his men rejoined the main Scottish army in time for the Battle of 
the Standard, near Northallerton, on 22 August, which was a victory for the English army. 

The Battle of Clitheroe demonstrated the military strength of both sides and their determination 
to fight for their respective causes. It also showed the devastating consequences of war on the 
civilian population, who suffered from the violence and pillaging that followed the battle. 
Overall, the Battle of Clitheroe was an important chapter in the history of the Anarchy and the 
relationship between England and Scotland. 
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